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Dear RGB LA Members.

To help us present the most representative picture possible of the
anticipated reception of the final resolution on the Vaishnavi Diksha Guru
(VDG)plssue | will greatly appreciate your participation in this brief survey.
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Cultural Context in Latin America

* Latin America has a highest levels of acceptance of
women in spiritual leadership.

* The LA cultural context presents different pastoral
considerations from those of the Indian context.

* Nearly 50% of the temples in Latin America are led by
Vaisnavis serving as temple presidents, managers or
preaching leaders.



“The Latin American cultural context presents
different pastoral considerations from those
of the Indian context.”

* Institutional Unity Criterion

Implementation should strengthen trust in the GBC and preserve
cooperative service.

* Educational Criterion

Emphasis should be placed on philosophical understanding rather
than ideological debate.

* Pastoral Sensitivity Criterion _ _
Different devotional communities may require different rhythms
of implementation according to their maturity and local
circumstances.

* Missionary Criterion _
The a;:l)\Fllcatlon of the resolution should protect and enhance
ISKCON's preaching mission, ensuring that institutional
discussions do not overshadow devofional service.



Every GBC resolution should faithfully preserve the
eternal principles of Sastra while remaining pastorally
applicable across diverse cultural contexts.

Since the implementation of the VDG Resolution will take
place throughout ISKCON,

| would like to respectfully propose four guiding criteria
that may help inform its application across different
cultural contexts worldwide




* Philosophical criterion: The
qualification is spiritual.

* Traditional criterion: Vuisnavo guru
na syat, Vaisnavah sva-paco guruh; being
a Vaisnava Is the essential
requirement to be a guru.

- Sacramental criterion: The

4 Basic female disciples of Srila
Prabhupada personally received the
Gayatri mantra from him; therefore,
they legitimately possess that
mantra by diksa.

* Institutional criterion: The GBC
has the responsibility to discern
who meets the qualifications and
authorize the exercise of that
service within ISKCON.

criteria




Scriptural
Foundation:
Spiritual
Qualification
not Bodily

Designation

The Sastric Criterion: A Guru Is Qualified
Not by Bodily Designation, Gender, or
Birth, but by Knowledge of the Science of
Krsna and Purity in Bhakti.

“sad-karma-nipuno vipro

mantra-tantra-visaradah

avaisnavo guror na syad

vaisnavah sva-paco guruh”

A brahmana skilled in the six duties and
mantras cannot be a guru unless he is a
Vaisnava. However, a pure Vaisnava born
into a family of dog eaters (Sva-paco) can
be a guru. Padma purana



If low social status or birth
does not negate the ability to
be a guru when there is purity,
then neither does the female
body envelope limit the
spiritual potency of a qualified
Vaisnavi



The Possession
of the Gayatri a“ e
Spiritual Seed >

-

i
Reception of the Gayatri Mantra: Many of Srila =~
Prabhupada's female disciples personally received .

the Gayatri Mantra from the lotus mouth of their i 1
spiritual master, through the traditional process of =

diksa. s

Possession Precedes Transmission:
No one can give what they do not possess.

Having received the Gayatri Mantra from a bona /“
fide acarya, these Vaisnavis carry the seed (bija) *
and the living substance of the Gayatri Mantra in
their hearts. >

Therefore, they possess the spiritual capacity
to bestow the Gayatri Mantra. \ TR



» Spiritual capacity arises
from the connection with the
Guru and the parampara.

Spiritual * Institutional authorization
Capacity and is the administrative
Institutional regulation that validates
Authorizatio when and where such a role
n- IS exercised, based on a
rigorous evaluation of their
qualifications ('"not so many,"
as Prabhupada noted).




“Birth was
never the
criterion:

Prabhupada states: “The error of
determining spiritual position by birth practically
destroyed Vedic civilization.”

"Without qualification..." and Insists on
guna-karma-vibhagasah: everything
depends on qualifications.

Srimad -Bhagavatam 1.8.20 — New York, April 12,
1973



https://prabhupadabooks.com/d/bhagavatam
https://prabhupadabooks.com/sb/1/8/20?d=1

Caitanya's movement eliminates
material designations:

*Quoting: “mam hi partha vyapasritya..., women,
Vaisyas, and sudras can attain perfection.”

* “By adopting Krsna consciousness, one no
longer belongs to the lower category;

devotional status transcends social status.”

Srimad -Bhagavatam 1.8.20 — New York, April 12,
1973



https://prabhupadabooks.com/d/bhagavatam
https://prabhupadabooks.com/sb/1/8/20?d=1

Through Bhakti, a Devout Woman
Transcends the Lower Category.

* Prabhupada say: "Although ordinarily women are
considered less intelligent... when one takes to Krsna

consciousness “he or she” is no more in the lower grade .
Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.8.20 — New York, April 12, 1973

» Srila Prabhupada goes even further, stating: "He or
she is the most intelligent." He deliberately says "he or
she," not merely "he," making it clear that this

principle applies equally to both men and women.
Srimad -Bhagavatam 1.8.20 — New York, April 12, 1973



https://prabhupadabooks.com/d/bhagavatam
https://prabhupadabooks.com/sb/1/8/20?d=1
https://prabhupadabooks.com/d/bhagavatam
https://prabhupadabooks.com/sb/1/8/20?d=1

In summary :

* Material designations do not constitute the ultimate
criterion within bhakti; the true measure is spiritual

qualification.

* A woman who takes Krsna consciousness seriously "no
longer belongs to the lower category" and "he or she is

the most intelligent person.”

* Accepting this principle, the discussion about Vaishnavi
Diksa Guru does not revolve around gender, but rather
around spiritual qualifications and how the institution
chooses to recognize and regulate this service
according time, place and circumstances.



Today | present to you a document prepared with the sincere desire to serve our
movement at a crucial moment. In the debate on Vaishnavi Diksha Guru (VDG),
we find ourselves facing two profound sensibilities that seek to protect ISKCON:
one safeguarding the purity of the received tradition and the other
ensuring the effectiveness of our mission in the world.

This document proposes a framework for moving from polarized debate to
spiritual discernment, distinguishing between eternal and unchanging principles
(siddhanta) and organizational applications according to time, place, and
circumstances (kala-desa-patra). But its most crucial contribution lies in
reminding us what happens at the end of the process. Whatever the final
resolution adopted by our governing bodies, endorsing and supporting
that decision—even if it does not fully align with our individual judgment—
is not a defeat or a renunciation of our convictions; it is a supreme act of
surrender and cooperation for the common good...

History demonstrates that institutions do not fall because of debates about their
applications, but because of internal fragmentation. | invite you to view this
writing as a tool to safeguard the unity of ISKCON and demonstrate that our love
for Srila Prabhupada should transcend any differences of opinion. Hare Krishna!



Birth was
never the
criterion:

For example: The son of a judge is not

a judge simply by virtue of being born =
into that family. The same pr Ie, i i g
applies to Brahmanism: it is rﬁ LEy,
enough to be born into it; one mus
possess the qualifications. |
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